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LADIES. 
d 0 U bave in this Romance in Querpo 
( although T believe having read it, 
you will allow it a better Title, and at 
leait , ſwear 'tis pity it was not True ) 
the perfeF Repreſentation of the ſtate 
of Innocence ;, I don't. mean the time 
when our firſt Parents, for want of Drapers , made ufe 
of Leaves, but the Age that not long after follow'd ; 
in which Love, which is now made a piece of Art, 
was Natural; when Mens AfﬀeFions were not byaſi'd 
with the Deſire of a great Eſtate, and without huge 
heaps of Gold were contented with the innocent light- 
neſs of their Miſtreſſes , I mean that Air, Mine and 
Gayety they eſteem'd, and did not as we do, cenſure 
their ſprightly Geſtures , as if Mirth and Honeſty were 
inconſiitent, Then how would they have laugh'd to hear 


of 
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To the Ladies. 


of a- Lady , that made her Servant follow the Sent 
two pfholg. Fears. whemperhaps. ſbe is more in love with 
the Gallant , than he with her, who in his apiſh *Ap- 
prentiſbip ( for he muſt be a Slave to her Will ) has 
ſpent more Money in the Mulberry Garden ,. and the 
Parks, than wonld build ar Hoſpital 5 *has ſeer more 
Plays than are good, and beeu acquainted with all the 
Coach-men in Towns whoſe Eſtate at laſt being ſpent 
Victoria, Vittoria , the Day's our own , be at lait has 
vanquiſh'd his Miſtreſſes Aﬀetions , is- marry'd , and 
with her Portion is juSt fluſh'd for the viſit of another 
Ladyg:s and. then who. cat blyzme ours Prophetick 
Gentlewomen? T by are like te enjoy little Pleaſure, 
after the Man in black has conjur'd thew together, 
except to tell how many Rheniſh-wine Glaſſes have beer 
drank .in drinking her Health ., by the Goodman ber: 
Husband , whow is now. perhaps , let he ſhould for- 
get his Courtſhip, paying his Devoirs- to vew Madan 
I know the Ladies having read it ( But not for the 
good of the Book-ſeller, let us contrive how that maz 
be 5 why, it is but feeing the Chambermaid to pretcnd 
Feworance , and get the Foot Boy-to buy her the new” 
Book of the Maid that was ſo Blind as to Loſe her 
ſelf-in a Moon ſhine Night, azd then: convey it to 
her Lady, who will by the Title, expe it fhould be 
horrible Bawdy , when a ſtarch d Puritan I think 
would not groan. in Spirit to be calld the Owner of 

it.) T ſay the Ladies that read it will be cnrſed an- 
gry with me, that Myrtilla was ſo eaſily gain'd, and. 
that fe did not , like o#r fooliſh Females , oppoſe, 
what . ſhe mot defir'd.. For the firs 1 dare oppoſe. 
| her 


To the Ladies. 


».? Conftancy to any of their Ladyſhips's ant for 'the 
other , you ſhall ſee T am ſo much a Gentleman, as 
to help 4 young Lady over the Stile, IT know her 
Accuſers Argument is, that ſbe ought to have taken 
ſome time to try her Servants AfﬀeiJion-, but pray 
dire me to that fooliſh Fop ( and: Ile procure him « 
Miſtreſs of Clouts, for he deſerves no better) who 
when. he is wooing , will offer to be deficient in his 
Duty, that will quarrel at an angry look,, and will 
threaten to bang her if ſhe will not ſay ſhe loves , 
which is as ridiculous to think, as that a lame Beg» 
gar ſhould HeFor out an Alms. For my part, 1 
think our Myrtilla 3-to be commended for her Policy, 
ſhe daes by this oblige her Lover, and he muit bely 
the ſhape of a man., and be worſe than a Devil, 
that will wrong a Lady that ſo confidently commits 
ber Honour to Is keeping. Well, however the Ladies 
quarrel at me and Myrtilla, Circe azd I ſhall be ſure 
to ſcape with the Chambermaids , their good hearts will 
only envy a little her fortune , and it may be ſay their 
Prayers every Night , and lie croſs-legg'd in expeita- 
tion of the like. 

It is now fit to tell you why I undertook, this harne- 
leſs piece of Mirth , which was for this Reaſon 5, I ſam 
how well one Story out of the ſame Authour took, 
beeing turn'd into Engliſh, that zs out of the incompa- 
rable Erycius Puteanus, ard thinking this no way infe- 
riour to it in it ſelf, baving nothing to do, IT adventur'd 
upon the Tranſlation of it. 1 confeſs it comes ſo ſhort 
of the Pen of that ingenious perſon that wrote the other, 
that fear T have done the witty Italian «az a 
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To the Ladies. 

nable Injury in daring\to render it ſo pitifully. But 
fo _ hine of all thoſe faults my Tranſlation may 
make him ſeem gnilty of, 1 aſſure you the Cloaths are 
my own ; If you ach why I made 'em 110 better, 1 
aſſure you 1 'contd\'\not , 'twits done for the aforeſaid 
Reaſon to atoid idleneſs , and then I think I am a 
little more excufable , thin the perſon that having no- 
thing to do , went and bird in the Market a Drudger 

at the expence'of 'a grett Sum. If I have offended the 
_ » © bey Vheir pardon, and aſſure them 'that 1 
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Humble Servant, 
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The Avbenure « f the @ravaw. 
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A little Skill in Geography will not let 
me give you any better Account, then 
that in part of the 'Dominions of the 

>: great Comms, dwelt a yourpg Gentleman, 

by Name Chereftratus' 5 I ſhall not 


trouble my ſelf nor you with a tedious Relation of 


his Anceſtors, and how many of them were Lord 
Mayors; but I am ſomething like a Woman, and now 
I think, on't can't. but tell you. that one of them was 
hang'd which I had not done, but that I thought it 
would not be any As Bl to him, who hs 
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2 The Maideu-head loſt by Moon-light : 
ſo well accompliſh'd, that his firſt aQtions had quitted 
the diſgrace-had they all ſuffer'd. the like fate'; He 


was not-atall behind hand with the Gillants of theſe 


times, either for __ Valour, belides Sing- 
ing, and — of Madrigals , which ſeemed in 
thoſe days to have been in great uſes for the Ladies 
being not Over xqy , were nat ſo great Enemies t6 
the Progrefs* of 'Mulick ,” as 'to deny themſelves or 
Servant the pleaſuge.of. an early Serenade , which 
the next day was rewarded with ſome ſignal favour, 


except the hady fp gourted had beenwakguut of 
ſome pl M4 ve {} hardly 
chide & | TIES d'4 Wl who 
where chietly ern'd inthe Comedy ) her Dream 
ſhould prove but a Dream, and ſhe ſhould never be 


made happy with the Reality, Beſides this, he could 


2. by. Waſtes tho! Lacs 


STS 2; 4+ & mages w—_ 
een under the Surgeon's 


Dance. Incomparably "ol 
no 


hands , 


{but they are fools that do) ſeldome' cantix 


be married as to{veep a Miſtreſs with a. lirxie: tap 
Caremony| -I'amiTath to ret your that with theſe 
Perfections he: was rich:,' for-F would be unwilling to 
put in any thing thar'mipht- make: yow' ſuſped the 
wath of this Refation; and Famſure you will never 
believe; thata' perſdn-forwell accompliſfh'd',. ad of 
a ſufficient Eſtate fhbuld frad'ſo cruel a Lady , as not 
w-admit of his Addyeſits. But, you muſt conſider the 
= (1 time 
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viagabovethe firſt Month 3' and {cer not ſ6.0u@hht 


. Or, The Idventure-of the Meadow. 3 
time which/aceording to the beſt. Chronofogers was 
in Tireſias's days, and the women would not deny his 
Dodtrine ,. viz. That they take as much pleaſure or 
more.in doing the -Gentleman a good turn, than.the' 
perſon that receiv'd it, This tnade the' Ladies then, 
contrary to what they are now a days, count it an 
uopardonable Sin to take a Reward for their mutual 
pleaſures, and this made Chereftratz4 not prove fo 
ſucceſsfull in his Amours, as tre might" have done had 
he livd now. '! 

But to come to the Story , it was the unhappineſs 
of this incomparable Gallant , to place his Afection 
on 2 Perfon that difeain'd his frequetr, its, which 
ſhe: did with » kind of Rekifthey ; for the her ſelf 
nog und hy body ' elſe"could tell: why” fit would nor tet 
nn þ his Devoirs to her, as'well as any bther Gat- 
lane of the Town, - to whom he was no way | Teferiour 
But 'the myſteries iof Loveare as Blind as _ 
whoſe hiddetsCauſes Ut & be utiderſtGad , at 
Lſhould rather/Þ& eonterit- tobe: kept inf gnorarice, | 
therrendeavotr of: 2 diſcovery of 0} s Sides wa 
liorai proboyue Deteviora ſeeder, However the Lady 
comioued vety obſtinate', wherher Betauſe ſhe was 

[di the Powe of Hy Mk Rival 5bh ol 

ve to/our noble- Cher? rdtus ," for, orothes if 
hecould not ſtand i petition wich bio )'6r - x 
ſorae'other Reſon, F know nor. For 1 donbt think 
tharthe' con of « Eadie's Fqvouts to Shadows 
always: holds-erue} forthiey "6 had been as un-" 
ty bpieo bfoftimate Gernttthia, 'twho ply'd'tils 
Gas hotly as Chertftratus conld poſibl y &. 


B 2 By 
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4 The Yaiden:head-loſi-by; Moor-light : 


By this time Chereſ{ratss was grown a perfect Vo- 
tary of Love, which made him. like the reſt of that: 
mad Religion abandon. the ſocjety of men, and en-: 
deavouring as it were to ,he free from.hjmſelf , - he: 
would often be: ſinging ſome lamentable, Ditty , of 
which he had ſtore, but above all, this-was.the chief : 


whatever T'think or whatever I do, 
My Phillis.zs ſtills in my mind : 
When in ater I mean not to Phillis fo go- 


My feet of themſelves the way find, &c.. 


Now you'bay this s yery. like 23 modern-Song of 
ours , but L aſſure you w] ws hat follows , conld:I bur re-- 
member it , was not at all like it , and it was only. by 
chance , that he thoughe of the firſt. Stave., for jt-1s. 
certain there are common notions, which are obvious 
to all that make upon the fame Sabject, þ In _—_ on. 
which {qxve, have, been, ſo \ happy.Q..thas _y _ 
wrote*whole Poems, a things of. greater: 
like other men, bay i - compar'd ,;it was got- cally 
tald which was which. But let this paſs. ſometimes, 


you NC bay PRonr: orato.under.the reveiend> 
RE. a Well-ſprea a 


ak», baleeching1it;s; {(enſeeſu 

Divinity. to give hior. TN . inſcxibs;;the; Name of 
ts dear aMgriif sthere, for fo, was:the-hard-hearted. 
Lady, call %) and then t; Og una Pen Koife, re 


had neyer Nel Pt 40 any {eryile, office, as cutt] on 


Co ns, Rr th eli Key Ty AVES, ON t tbo bark ANFE 
hip: Acts! ritiog;Maſt 
ole parts could —_ , . i omg ofh of his Saint,. This 


riſhi 


: Or, The Adventure of the- Meadow. 5 
done like a meer heatheniſh Gentleman he falls down, 
and worſhips the work of his own hands; then with a 
tedious Harangue he twits the poor Tree in the 
teeth of the benefit he had done it, ſaying that ir 
ſhould be now more famous for bearing the Name of ( 
the incomparable Ariil/a, then:it was for Jupiter, 

and that were not corn yet found out, he might not at 
| all fear a rape of hisripe Acorns, for as {ponas people 
came, and ſaw thoſe Letters, rapt up in admiration, 
they would forget to eat, and with fixed.cyes gaze 
tif} ſome envious Dryades forc'd 'em from their De- 
votion, . Beſides'theſe works of fupererogation, our 
Galant. ( which was the only comfort he had ) was 

almoſt continually. walking by the door. of the cruel 
Lady, whom he ſeem'd.to watch or rather guard with 
as much diligence, as Arexs did Io, or the mortify'd 

Ghoſt - of ſhate Iately ' departed” Utfurer his muſty 
baggs; but yet; -he:durſt not ( as being; forbid by . his 
Miſtreſs, and fearing to.diſpleaſe her) hang Garlands 
| at her Poſts ſo artificially woven..with Enigmatical 
* Flowers ,: that. ſhe might there read his fervent af- q 
| fection. \ Thisand fveral other Love+tricks that the : 
Youths of thoſe times us'd;to accomplilktheirwiſhes, ; 
bear fad rOfighedn,, cotta Vinyls, nn 
| A Friends by this began to-haye ſmall hopes of 
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his Eſtate, or Lee 3 for his not eating nor driok- 
ing aby'tHing; WMzde'themfuſpet he wafgrowrr int- 
mortal, Amongſt the reſt of hwi\acyuaintaace one 
Panengpy: 6. {oppo ith' Country ſome ten miles of: 
the City where our pining Lover now was, hearing: 
of the deplorable condition- his Friend lay 1n x F 
-6 4s 10Ng:: 
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6 The Maiden-head loſt by-Boor-light : 
being himſelf a boon Companion , did not doubt, 


bl but if he could get him into the Countre y , he cou 'd | 
1 make him quit his humour. To effec which he wrote | 


this Letter. - 


Paneutns to his Ghereſtratus. 


i dibes then ſuſpe& your r wiſdome , I muſt 
needs think, that 4 Lady, which bath 
brougbt you into the ſad conditivn I bear*you are 
in , muſt needs be one of ſo divine a Beauty, 
that ſhe would make Cato in love with her, and 
convert the feverets Woman-hatey.. However, 
I am ſo far lntereſs'd in you; as my ſecond ſelf. 
that knowing a Remedy, I could not but preſcribe 
it yous. which being follaw'd will. either maks 
you. with yorr Love, or without its :.'T _ 
City Air will ſomething bfirn&'the Cure ; 

binder your Phyſich, * x ſwrkn If 1 iow 
fore you will accept. of #9 Hos * Jon hoow 
you op rent = 


I Tit! 


Panen eas; 
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. O:}The Jdverittire of the Beadow:- +» 


This Letter in Chereſiratzs's abſence, arriv'd at his 
City Houſe , who was juſt now gone , as hiscuſtome 
was, to take a view of his Lady's Lodgings, which he 
did ſo exgerly , that he had like to have paid for his 
gaping. For ſome of the Neighbours obſerving him 
how narrowly he ey'd the Houſe, thinking he had 
ſome bad deſign, acquainted the old Gentlewoman, 
Mother to the young Lady ; who could hardly be 
perſwaded from carrying our Gallant before the 
Juſtice, to which her Daughter encourag'd her, 
which went to the very heart of Cherefiratzs, for ſhe 
knew well enough though fhe ſeem'd ignorant of the 
cauſe. But the old Lady, having no witneſs to prove 
any thing, difmils'd him, with a ſevere charge never 
to trouble her door again.» What remains now to 
the deſperate Lover, but to make away with him- 
ſelf, and fall a Sacrifice to her diſdain ? which cer- 
tainly he had done, had not his haſty defire to viſie 
Adrtilla's Houſe made him forget to- put on his Shaſh,, 
that motning. A thouſand miſerable thoughts offer'd 
themſtlves to him in his way home, whither he was 
no ſooner:come , but throwitg himſelf upon his Bed 
He began to bewail his hard fortune, with tears an 
fighs. Scarce had he begun his Soloquy, but His Ser- 
yant came into the Room , and preſented” him with: 
the Letter 3 which having: read, and taking' a:turn or 
two in the Chamber, the refleFing on his Lady's inct- 


vilities made him refolve-to aceept his Friend's Offer. 


To which end ſetling his Houſhold Afﬀaairs, he com» 
mands all things to be-made ready' for his next' days 
intended Journey, which aceordipgly he took, wifely 
chooſing 
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8 The Maidenhead loft by Poon-light. 


chooſing rather to ride a mile about , then to come 
by Myrtilla's Houſe, by which he ſhould have paſled; 
-being ſafe came to his journey's end we will leave 
him with his-merry Friend:Paneut#4, who entertain d 


him -with all the kindneſs imaginable, always en- 
deavouring his diverſion with ſome paſtime,as Hawk- 
ing , Hunting, and the like, and return to 4yriilla, 
whoſe Mother you muſt know , knowing what care 
and caution 4s to be us'd over young Maids, made the 
Daughter grow weary of her Government, counting 
it too ſevere, as depriving her of thoſe Pleaſures that 
young Ladies would willingly accept of, For her 
Mother keeping a Dairy would often ſet her to make 
Butter and Cheeſe for fear of the green 'Sicknelſs, 
which he knew how to cure as well as any Door in 
Europe, had her Mother been as willing as ſhe, where- 
as ſhe had rather have been reading of ſome brisk 
Romance , or Story of the ſtrange Metamorphoſis of 
a Maid into a Woman. Beſides her Mother began 
now to .oppoſe Hyleus's Vilits, the only mer her 
Daughter had , for ſhe beiog a pretty while in her 
Teens, had the fame deſire as all her Contemporaries 
had, to mind nothing but the end- for which they 
were made, which cans'd her, encourag'd by her 
Mothers rigour, to think on ſome way to obtain her 
deſires y and free her ſelf from the old Lady's Tyran- 
ny , which was very much encreas'd fince the death 
of her Husband , to whoſe Education he left his Girl 
Aqgriille. __*; \ {23 Pi: | 
Long you may imagine ſhe had not ſtudied before 
ſhe found. out a Plot ( for Women's Wits on ſuch 
IE occaſions 


— 


. Or, The Adventure of the Meadow. 9 
occaſions are very quick, and for my part I believe 
that had not Jupiter quickly put in Execution his 
golden Project , Damac for all the Tower would have 
found the way to his Embraces: ) well a Plot is now 
found , which was this, to venture her Maiden-head 
into Hylews's hands , rather then endure the ſlavery 
ſhe was in. This ſhe reſfolv'd to put in practice, and 
contrary toa Woman, kept conſtant too, But ſhe 
ſaw no way of effecting it without making ſome body 
rivy to it, and then the thought no one fitter then 
er Maid Circe, a loving Girle, and welwiſher to Gen- 
tlemen, for before ſhe happen'd into her Miſtreſles 
Service,ſhe waited ona Lady, and like the reſt of that 
trade, very often choſe before her Miſtreſs , other- 
wiſe: ſhe would not ſpeak a good word for a Gallant. 
Myrtilla's Mother being call'd to a Womans Labour, 
ſhe thought it a very fit time to communicate her De- 
fign to her Maid. Where upon coming down to look 
for Circe ſhe found her in the Garden tumbling on a 
Camomile bed ; lying on her back a Star-gazing, but 
ſeeing her young Miſtreſs ſtarting up ſhe quickly 
uitted that poſture , and ask'd her if ſhe had any 
firebe to command her. Ah Circe (faid ſhe fighing) 
T have, could F but be afſur'd of thy Secrecy, Of 
mine, Madam? (reply'd Circe ) why, there be a great 
many Gallants in Town, would be Surety for me if 
need requird. Why, 'tis the only thing 1 am good 
for. Why then ( ſaid 44zr17Va fitting down with her 
Maid ) you muſt needs have obſerv'd how my Mother 
pryes into all my Actions, debarring me of all I take 
delight in. I have now thought how to mend this, 
| C would'(t 
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'ftand the Hierop! 
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ro @CThe Waiden-head loſt by Woon-light : 
would'ſt thou conſent to aid and afhiſt me. Circe, 
who now thought {he ſhould get an opportunity to-be 
revengd on her old Miſtreſs for making her rife ſo 
ond” , bbt admitting of her Sweet-hearts company, 
and bindting her from weating her beſt Clothes, and 
going to Church a Sunday ( for Jet me tell you 

reaching is of very old ſtanding) made all Proteſta» 
{ons poſtble'to give her Miſtreſs a good opinion of 
her Secrecy,which Myrtil/a, being put toa ſtrait, ſoon 
believ'd,' andabk'd her what ſhe thought of running 
away with Hylez#, without her Mothers conſent. To 
which Circe anfivered, I believe he is an honeſt Gen- 


— 


_ tleman, and Were It to tre T ſhould 'take his word; 


now all the difficulty wilt be ro make him athuainted 
with the Defign. For that too (crys Myles ) I've 
contriv'd, and how my Mother's out of the way thou 
ſhalt be the happy Meſſenger to inform my dear Hy- 
tes of mine Tatent. T am certain he will gladly em» 
brace the opportunity , which 1 would never have 
givers him, but that T'm confident his Honour will not 
let him ſtain mine. Mad Circe would have takth up 
her Miſtreſs, but the ſhort time ſhe had, fearing her 
Mother's return, would not Tet 2/prtiilaadmit of her 
F6oling; ' Take hete faid ſhe, thif Jewel/( in which 
was'neatly wrought'in Diamonds) the Story of the 
Rape of $6-m ag by Pluto, (and.ygu cannot imagine 
Hyle#s (0 much a'fool as not at firſt ſight to under- 


4 he 
'on pate: Deliver i 16 hitwar a token of ny Aﬀe- 
"Qior} (dear Credture) and WH him I (hall with impa- 
tience expett his comitig to fetch me away'at- Night. 


Crce, 


” 


yobick ) which I have got wron 


hy . ” OP 


Or, The Adventure of the Meadow. 1: 


Circe, v/ho.was not a ſtranger to theſe Love Embaſ- 
lies, willingly apply'd her ſelf to her Task immediately; 
took her Pattins and away'to Hy/ews , who was' nat 
at home juſt when ſhe came, but the Servants told hex 
he would be preſently. It was the Butlers fortune 
to ſee her firſt, who ſeeing her young and handſome, 
could not but offer the Cicility of the Cellar.  Circe 
was very willing to accept his offer , the weather be. 
ing hot,and having come a good way,ſhe took off her 
Liquor,that the Butler began to conceive ſome hopes 
from the effect of the Drink. But they were ſcarce 
acquainted, when Hylexs came in from Fiſhing, and 
preſently Czrce deliver'd her meſſage very diligently, 
and if I am not very much miſtaken, 'twas juſt thus : 
Sir,my. Lady,Madam Myrtilla,by me acquaints yojy ſhe 
.hath- hitherto endeavour'd to find out the means of 
rewarding your AﬀeCtion and conſtancy, whigh,:you 
may aſſure your ſelf had been done befpre'thip.y but 
that the old Gentlewoman her Mother. hath ſuch ag 
averfion to anything that ſhe hath an inclination for, 
and. ſeeing there is no way to.quit ſcores with, you but 
PI COnAIng AWAY, ſhe doth-this night intepd.tp make 
her. ſelf happy, with: your ggod - campany, and for a 
token. of her Love {he hath ſeat ;yourhis Jewel ,'-and 
defires you not to fail-waiting for. her with. a Horſe, 


at her Mother's door, . where you may priyately.catry 


away.your own0yrtilla, 63-5 11624727 21401-0141 
This ungxpeRed, News was extreamly; farpriliog 
to Hzlezs, who before was much fretted with the 
ſport he but juſt! now came: from, for his ill. -ſuc- 
cels in it. And isit ſo then., ye kind Deities (ory'd 
; C 2 e 
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12 The Waiden-head loſt by Moon-light : 
he out ) that my Myrtilla will thus freely put her ſelf 
into my hands. I ſhould never deſerve any ſucceſs in 
my Love, ſhould I negle@ this happinefs. Nor am 
I oneof thoſe fooliſh foppiſh Lovers, who having 
lay'd fiege to a Ladies Aﬀetions, then begin to 
throw of all reſpe& , when ſhe begins to throw off all 
her cruelty, and when ſhe is coming to anſwer 
their expe@ations. Then turning to Circe, Aſſure 
the divine 449rtzi/a from me , I will not fail to expect 
her, and am only ſorry that ſhe order d nothing 
more difficult, that fhe might ſee my Love in daring 
to compaſs it ;' take this { continu'd he'giving her a 
Piecce,arid thery kiffing her”) and carry this Kiſs to thy 
Miſtreſs, and aflure'her again I will not fail, 
With this Anſwer departed: Circe , who was got 
home before ſhe was aware, who was extreamly ta- 
keth with Hylews, and thinking onthe Token fhe had 
for Myrtilla, whom ſhe now began to envy, and long 
as much for: the forbidden fruit as her Miſtreſs; 
coming to: Myriilla, ſhe told' her the good ſuccefs 
of her Meſſage , and how effeQually it had wrought 


up6n 'the'Heart'of Hylews, who' would 'not failtwo 
hours after Surkſer ; this doneſhe enter'd on the not 
unpleaſant! Panegyrick-of 'the expeRed- Gentleman. 
The ill conneRivn of it, as all other Chambermaids 
diſcourſes ,' tiakes me 1'can't remember it, only this 
Iam ſure was in it , that he was a fine proper Man, 
hindfom Leg'd, aiid ſhe'd warrant as good a Woman's 
Man as any in the Shire. | But the old: Lady coming 
home made her-unwillidply break off her Difcourfe. 

 Hylews' by this'time had got all things in ay 
; or 


for his Love-adventure, and ſetting out with two 
Servants he had towards the City , which was about 
three miles from his Houſe, his great deſire of the 
Prey made him there ſomething of the ſooneſt, which 
he had not been , but that //yrizl/a and Circe were 
at difference 3 for her Miſt: cſs could not perſwade 
her to ſtay behind , if ſhe went, although ſhe urg'd 
the unlikelineſs of their Eſcape together , however 
ſhe would not be centented till ſhe had promis'd to 
ſend one of Hyleas's Servants for her. 

Now we are forc'd to a ſmall digreſſion, to make 
you acquainted that the Countrey and all t's Sports, 
with all the perſwaſions of his Friend Panentar , could 
not make Chereſiratus leave off thinking on his Mi- 
ſtreſs, and it ſo happend that his Friend being ep- 
gag'd in ſome Bufineſs , our melancholy Loves being 
left to himſelf , who was now taking a turn- in-the 
Garden, began to recolleG his former AfﬀeQion, are 
while chiding himſelf for ſpending ſo long a time in: 
a vain purſuit z another whle angry with:kimlclf for 
leaving off now , when he was fo far engag'd , and 
then a few muſty Apothegms got in. his Head, :z. 
| Maids' ſay No, and take it, ec. he reſolves to renew 
the Onſet , for which he could.not have met with a 
convenienter time , Parentus being-ourt of the way, 


for had he been at home-, he could not-have been: 


brought to [have parted with Chereſtratus , whole 
company he took” very. much delight in : This being 


reſolv'd on, he marched to the Stable, and charges 


the Groom immediately to make ready his Gelding, 
under ' pretence , of -breathing him, that Evering R 
and: 
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'74, QMThe Maidenhead loſt by Boor-light : 
and indeed ſo he did, for inhalf an hour and two 
minutes , he reach'd the: door of his dearly belov'd 
Myrtilla. (ts | FOE IT 
Hylews you muſt know , thinking he had been too 

ſoon , -had taken a turn' down to: view the Caſtle, 
thinking immediatelyto.come back, and indeed it 
was not long e're he did, but however this 1s the 
critical minute , when out-came A5riilla in a riding 
Dreſs , -making ſigns of diſpatch to Chereſtratus, who 
was ſtaring on the Windows as he us'd to do, not 
dreaming what good luck : was approaching him 3 
Make haſt, make haſt my Dear (cryes the kind Lady) 
my Mother elſe will be here immediately. Our 
Gallant could ſcarce believe his Eyes or Ears, and 
- thought certainly he-was a dreaming ,. for-he could 
never hope for ſuch a happineſs as to have his cruel 
- Lady fubmitc:'her ſelf to him; but he: now began 
40 ſinell ons the Plot, and without more adoe hetpt 
'the Lady up , who had not as .yetdiſcern'd the mi- 
- ſtake. '' Having: got his rich Prize behind him , he 
thought it' not' ſafe to -tarry there ,. Wherefore 
\ſpurring ! on his free Beaſt, away be'rides., nnd met 
*- with no obſtacle , for the City gates weteiept.open 
' for Hylew , by the appointment of the Seryants; who 
- had yo the' Watch-men ( _ may aſſure 
© your elf tn 'Comns's City, they: keep: very  gaod 
+: Hours , "although the: pt urs ae ſcan- 
% daliz'd forReveltin 4 lenting/their Wives tarry 
up longer then themſelves.) i 
: - - tHyleus was now return'd back to 1riille's Door, 
: 26 Which'he' wis :nd:fooner: come, but he-theard: - 
G1, . 


the Houſe in an uproar; for it ſeems the. old Lady 
had miſt her Daughter, and began to gheſs at the 
Bufineſs, for which ſhe was ſchooling Circe molt bit- 
terly , who being 1n her riding Clothes ,” expeQing 
Hylexs's man, could not poſhbly frame any thing like 
2n Excuſe , at which her Miſtreſs was fo enrag'd, ſhe 
began to ſeck for ſomething to chaſtice the poor 
Maid. _ Circe therefore ſeeing her ſcarce avoidable 
Doom , runs out pulling the door after her , which 
hinder'd her Executioners purſuit. ' Hy/eus who had 
been all this while in an Agony for his Lady, to think 
what would become of her,ſeeing Circe x” Br out 
ſo boldly , and taking her for Ayrtilla , lights ſtrait 


off /his Horſe to help her np , which done, away he 


rides. He was no ſooner got through the City Gate, 
but his Servants that accompany'd himthither , came 
out to congratulate his gnod fortuneghe was foover- 
joy'd with 'his Booty, -he*eon!d ſcarce find time to 
thank them, making homewards with all-the ſpeed 
imaginable.'* Whither be was ſcarce come, when by 


his order three Maids mer them ſtrowing Flowers all 
the: way home, while others there were buſted in- 


providing'the Cake and Sack-Poſict; at the Gate 
fivod a pro 


Hyters to falute her, and bid her welcome. to her 
And 'now at laſt it 'wis that-the miſerable man 


pereeiv'd his Erronr , but he wis wonderfully fur- 


prizd to' fee Circe; where he expeted/1rtilla, he 
began now to conſider how improbable 7t was , - 
3 - 
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per Gentleman-Uher to take' Yown the 
Lady, M4dim Chamber-mail ; that douie, off leaps: 
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16 @The Waiden:head loft by Woon-light, 

(he ſhould give her ſelf up to him ſo eafily , and now 
concludes it was a Plot of Circe's , to whom he ad- 
dreſles himſelf to be clear'd of the doubt. And is it 
thus, baſe Slut, thou haſt abus'd me, and thy Miſtreſs ? 
was it for your embraces I have taken all this pains 
and care? were the numerous Pages about Town, 
that us:d to accompany their Maſters to viſit my dear 
Adyrtilla, growa fo ſcarce, that I muſt be made a Pro- 
perty? I wonder thy impudence could ever harbour 
ſuch a thought,ſo prejudicious to thy Lady,as to think 
I was reſerv'd for thy toothz how camſt thou by 
this' Jewel, which I am confident belong'd once to 
Myrtilla? For none ſure would buy thy favour at 
the vaſt expence of ſo rich a Diamond? He would 
have gone on in his tedious Harangue , but being al- 
ways kind hearted to Females , he began to conſider 
how. unmanly it was to quarrel with a Woman, and 
for. a fault Lave had _—_ her commit, However,his 
paſſion. proceeded fo far that, he call'd her Whore : 
Poor Czrce who all this. while ſtood ſhivering for 
fear (though it ſeem'd to her a pleaſant pain, being 
in the company of her ſweet Hyleus ) was ſomething 
moy'd at the laſt. word, which. made a deeper. im- 
preſſion 'on her mind, then all had paſt: before: ( for 
though I will not ſwear for her, yet I think: ſhe was 
honeſt ) ſhe makes him this Anſwer. My kindneſs in 
helping young Gentlemen in Addreſſes to my Lady, 
Rule never deſerve that name..; No, no, Sir, you have 
here no Whore , qor one that had any deſigns upon 
you, but what were .innocent and devoted to the 
Service of my young Miſtreſs. I will not indeed fo far 


be 
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bely my Conſcience,as to deny I lov'd you; but | was 
ſo far from promoting my love,” that I quite deſpair'd 
of it 3 and therefore reſolv'd to be happy in the next 
degree, namely, in mediating with you for my Mi- 
ſtreſs. The deſire of following her hath thus be- 
tray d me to your cenſure. And is A4yrtillz gone 
| before, then? ſaid Hylensz Yes Sir, anſwered C1rce, 
ſheis, and had not your Paſſion tranſported you, 
you might e're this have been in a Capacity of reco- 
vering my Lady, who cannot be gone far. 

Circe's Anſwer you'l ſay was very excuſable , and 
indeed Hylexs could not but approve of it, although 
anger for his raviſh'd Miſtreſs would not let him at 
preſent acknowledge it. For he immediately com- 
manded, his. Horſes to be brought out of the Stable 
2gain , but hold , I think they were not yet put in, 
and with his other Fellow Travellers like a Knight 
Errant, reſolves to go to reſcue the Lady , leaving 
poor Circe again to the mercy of the Butler, who was 
now reſolv'd to try the utmoſt ſtrength of his ſtrong 
Beer Philter on the weak Virgin, But ſhe, contrary 
to his expeQation , ſeem'd more coy, as having more 
hopes then ever of marrying Hylexs, in caſe her 
Miſtreſs could not be found out. But we muſt be 
found as uncivil as Hylexs , and leave her to the But- 
lers managing , and mad he to his Progreſs , and re- 
turn to Chereſtratus : 

Who by this being ten miles out of Town , was 
1mpatient to ſee and falute his ſweet Prey, whoſe 
Maiden-modeſty not ſuffering her to ſpeak firſt, very 
much wonder'd at her filent Lover. They were 
D ſcarce 
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13 The Waiden-head loft by Woon-light ; 
ſcarce gone a quarter of a mile further ; but the 
tranſparent Rays of the bright Queen of Night ( a 
rare expreſſion for Moon ſhine this ſame) made 
diſcovery of a delicate pleaſant Meadow , which lay 
juſt by the Road-fide. Chereftratus could not for 
his life paſs by this opportunity , he light and gently 
taking 14yrtilla off the Horſe, began the amorous 
Prologue with a Kiſs. That done, Madam, faid he, 


how happy have you made the late miſerable Chere- - 


firatus ! At the name of Chereſtratus, Myrtilla (tarted, 
and looking upon him ſeriouſly , knew him to be the 
perſon nam'd. The poor Lady was ſo extreamly 
troubled at this unexpeted Accident,that ſhe ſwoun- 
ed away in Chereftrat#s's Arms, and truly me thinks it 
was ominous, for ever ſince that night the Lady was 
troubled with Qualms, Bur I fear I ſhall be cen- 
ſur'd for playing thus with a Gentlewomans miſ- 
fortunes ; all I have to excule it is, that knowing the 
the fifth AR of the Play and how they came off, it is 
pardomable to be merry , and laugh before as ſhe did 
after ſufficiently. | 
Chereſtratus you may imagine was in a ſweet kind 
of taking to think that ke had loſt his Miſtreſs befbre 
he had her ( which was true enough , if you can 
make it out ) beſides a Conſtable and a grave jigno- 
rant Jury came in his head , for ſome might think he 
had kill'd her, befides the plaguy fear of being 
wrote againſt , like Ph;laſter for being the death of 
his pretty Miſs. All this confider'd, the poor man 
was extreamly put to his ſhifts , what to do. And 
though men ſay our wits are beſt in caſes of my 
E 
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he at preſent could not think of a better Remedy,then 
Hudibras's, lo that he was forc'd to give her a gentle 
twinge oth Noſe, for Water in that place there was 
none , nor any thing elſe that might conduce to the 
recovering of a Lady out of that fad condition. 
Myrtilla by this was ſomething come again to her 
ſelf, and gave Chereſtratus ſome ſmall hopes of her, 
to whom in a lamentable tone ſhe ſaid. By what 


- Magick, Villain , baſt thou depriv'd me of the com- 


pany of my dear Hylexs * who were he but preſent, 
would teach you better manners, then to lie Eves- 
dropping thus, to betray the ſecrets of miſerable 
Lovers. But alas, why blame I you? It was my owh 
raſhneſs, for which I am juſtly puniſh'd, ſince I could 
not diſtinguiſh betwixt the Worthy Hylexs and the 
baſe Chereſtratus. Our Gallant, that thought himſelf 
well enough to paſs, as never having a Rupture, or 
any thing elſe that might reduce him to the uſing the 
Wedding Ring the wrong way, in caſe Art had 
conquer'd Nature, could not endure to hear 14yrtilla 
preferr Hyleus ſo much before him, and was going to 
vindicate himſelf when thus ſhe continued. O my 
unhappy Fate! have I for this prov'd diſobedient, and 
left my old Mother? to fall into the hands of him I 
ſo much hated, who is in pretence only a Lover ? 
if it be not ſo as I ſay, prove your Aﬀection, and re- 
deem your fault by killing the miſerable 1yrtila. 
Faint)y he thought ſhe ſpoke, for all the while—— 
ſtay,I think there was no ſmile in the caſe ; however 
Chereſtlratas who came communi Animantinm appetitn, 
did not care to fatisfie his Lady in that point, and had 


: D 2 rather 
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20 The Maiden-head loſt by Moon-light : 


rather get the King a Souldier , then loſe him a Subs» 


jeQt, for Ladies do good Service, No, Madam, faid 


he, that were to injure you , and rob my ſelf of the 
greateſt happineſs in the world. Your misfortunes. 
are not ſuch, asto make you boldly wiſh for Death, 
that Bug-Bear to all Ladies. *Tis time enough for 
it yet, you have no reaſon to think on't , being in the 
hands.of a Perſon, of whoſe incivility you never 
yet had any proof, I cannot imagine you are really 
angry , When if you' are pleas'd to remember I took 
you up in a ready Dreſs for the March, as if you as 
well as Heaven were willing to make me happy. For 
doubtleſs, Madam, it was not by meer chance, I left 
my Friend in the Countrey at ſo unſeaſonable time of 
Night to come and viſit your door , where unlookt 
for, my good Genious had prepar'd me a ſight of my 

divine 4/yrtilla,,, No, no, the Powers above, whoſe 
* will, we ought not; to reſiſt, ordain'd this, toſee how 
happy they. could make a mortal Man by the pre- 
ſence of a perſon ſo nigh their Divinities, as your in- 
comparable ſelf. This done, he put his Handkerchief 
to his Eyes, and us'd.ſuch comforting expreſſions to 
the Lady, that they diſlipated her clouds of Sorrows. 
Her Eyes ſhot ſuch luſtre , that the Moon with all the 
noiſe of Braſs Pots and Kettles that could be rung 
out fear'd an Eclipſe... To-be ſhort, ſhe ſeem'd fo well 
ſatisfy'd , that Chereſtratus tying-his Horſe to a Tree, 
did not much offend her, in deſiring her to repoſe her 
{c]f on a neighbouring Bank.. They were no fooner 
fat down , but our Gallant began before his Miſtreſs 
toadmire the works of Nature in that pleaſant place, 


In: 


— 
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in whoſe commendations he inſiſted fo far , that ſoon 
after he forc'd her toyield to ſome Arguments he 
brought. He ſhow'd her all the pretty Sceletons, 
| the fair Flowers I mean, that once were Bodies of 


young Men and Ladies, and turn'd into that fading 
conditton for denying their Admirers ſome ſmall Cur- 
teſie or other. He might have gone on longer, for | 
ſcriouſly the place was fo pleaſant that it is impoffible | 
to imagine any thing beyond it in natural Bravery, | 
Adonis's Garden, and whatever Antiquity hath made 

famous for Pleaſures , could not reach it, I would | 
have ſtrove for a little Poetry , but that at preſent I | 
| Tamnot inthe Humour, but if I make a modern Poet 
of ours deſcribe it better then-perhaps I ſhould have 
done, I ſuppoſe 'tis all one. 


Net is wanton here, and the high way 
. NSeem'd to beprivate , though it open lay, 
q As if ſome ſwelling Lawyer for his health, 

| Or frantich Uſurer to tame his wealth, 
Had choſen out ten miles —— to try 
| Two great effeFs of Art and Induſtry. ' 
| 


The ground they trod, was Meadow fertile land, 

New trim'd and levell'd by the Mowers hand, 

Above it grew a Rock, rade, ſleep and high, 

Which claims a kind of Reverence from the Eye,. | 

| Eetwixt *emz both there glides a lovely ſtream | 

Not loud but ſwift. Meander was.a Theam 

Crooked and rough, but had the Poets ſeen 

Strait and even ( for I have forgot the name ) it had: 
immortal been, | 


2 


This: 
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22 The MWaiden-head loſt by Yoow-light: 
This fide the open Plain admits the Sun, 
To half the River then did Silver run : 
The other half ran clouds, where the curl'd Wood 
With his exalted head threatned the flood, &c. 


They had not been in this delightful Scene long, 
but Chereſftratzs found his Lady's mind to ſympathize 
with the pleaſantneſs of the place , which ſo reviv'd 
on a ſudden her drooping Spirits, that ſhe ſeem'd fo 
brisk, airy and gay, as gave our Gallant good hopes 
that the thoughts of Hylexs were remov'd , and that. 
ſhe had no ſmall AﬀeRion for him , who was now mu- 
ſing how to compaſs the great defign, for the obtain- 
iog which he thought nothing more efficacious , then 
the diſparagement of Hylexs , his Rival. Madam, 
cries he , you cannot now but be ſatisfied how noble 
all my ations have beento you, far beyond Hylens's, 
by whoſe unpardonable neglect I have now the hap- 
pineſs of ſeeing my dear 4yrtilla, Lovers,Lady, are 
ſeldome {low when invited by their Miſtreſſes, which 
makes me confident Hylexs had only an intent to 
abuſe and diſgrace you, who had not the hours above 
ſent me to that happy Station, your door, had been 
expos'd to the cenſure of the Neighbours , beſides 
the Anger you might have incurrd from the old 
Gentlewoman your Mother. Ungrateful man, that 
could diſeſteem ſo great an obligation ! 

Theſe words ſo wrought upon her, that ſhe became 
more obliging than before, ſo that ſhe very com- 
plaiſantly render'd thanks to her Lover for his true 
Afﬀe&Qion, and vow'd ſhe would never have an 


elteem 
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eſteem for his Rival, which was all the recompence 
ſhe could make him. No, Madam , ( reply'd Chere- 
firatus ) if I have deſerv'd any thing of you, you 
may ſoon think of a better way of rewarding your 
Lover 3. who for all thoſe favours he ſaw you daily 
heap on the unworthy Hylexs , could not diminifh 
his Aﬀections to you , which muſt now be rewarded, 
or he will ſacrifice his miſerable life before you. 
Then taking out a true Bilbo blade, that had never 
kiil'd a man yet, and therefore wamed ſeaſoning, 
he ſet it to his Breaſt, and defir'd his Sentence. The 
tender-hearted Lady that but. juſt now defir'd to die 
her ſelf could not endure to fee her Lover fall a 
Victim at her feet, and reſolv'd to withſtand man- 
flaughter,ſaid. Hold,Sir, your caſe is not fo deſperate, 
nor I hope your love for me ſo little, as to kill him 
I eſteem, thy ſelf I mean, my dear Chereſtratxs. And 
aſſure your ſelf, that you or no man, ſhall be the Per- 
fon that ſhall make me happy. Our young Gentle- 
man could not have defir'd a more ſatisfactory Anſwer 
from his Lady, to whom ( putting up his naked tool ) 
he reply'd. Then, Madam, aſlure your ſelf, you 


. have beſtow'd your favours on one that will ſtudy to 


deſerve them, while the carelefs Hylens ſhall die with 
envy at my gocd fortune : After the Peace thus con- 
cluded between both parties, there paſsd many amo- 
rous Dialogues, all which were begun and ended with. 
a ſweet Kils. 

Ayrtilla you muſt underſtand , whether enticd by 
his pretty diſcourſe, or movd with an equal deſire, 


ſeem'd extraordinary Joving , fo that Chereſtratus. 
could: 
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could not but put forward, had he been leſs modeſt 
then he was. At my firſt view I was extreamly 
amaz'd, for, but that I had ſeen the Moon with all 
her twinkling Attendance , I ſhould have ſworn I 
ſaw the Lady Axrora in one of her richeſt Vermilion 
Sutes. For it ſeems ſomething that Chereſtrat#s had 
ſ2id in her Ear, had dy'd her Cheeks with a Roſie 
bluſh. I expeted now ſhe ſhould have rattled him 
ſoundly , but it ſeems ſhe was not ſo angry as I took 
her for : They continued their Diſcourſe for ſome 
time , which though I could not hear gz Ifoon per- 
ceiv'd it was no Treaſon they ſpoke ; for ſoon aſter I 
ſaw 1yrtilla with ſmall reluCtancy receive a Green 
Gown from her luſty Lover , who was now prepa- 
_ rivg to make his Lady amends to the utmoſt of his 
power for her former Favours. We will leave 'em 
1n mutual Embraces, and inſtead of an Epithalaminm 
(for I am loth to be idle) make an Apology for their 
not ſtaying the Parſon's leiſure. To which theſe 
grave Reaſons induce them. 

Firſt, Here the Bride-groom is ſure next morning 
to have all his Ribbons upon his Breeches. 

Secondly, The Bride, or the Woman lay with, 
will not be at a loſs to find her Stockings , which at * 
Ceremonious Weddings are thrown over her Head, 
nor will her Pins be loſt to dreſs her with. 

Thirdly, While they lie on the Graſs , they need 
not fear cutting the Bed-cords, or ſowing the Sheets 
together. 


.Fourthly, There can be no Bell under their Bed, 
unleſs a natural Blew-Bell. | 


Fifthly, 


—_—- 
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 Fifthly., The Lady need not be put to the bluſh 
the next morning by a company of her Chronies with 
asking her how ſhe does, and howſhe likes it. 

Sixthly and laſtly, No troubleſome crowd of Fidlers 
betimes in the morning , to ſpoil better ſport with 
their miſerable ſcraping. For theſe and ſome other 
Reaſons, our Lovers may deſerve your pardon, which 
I queſtion not but you will give them without pett- 
tioning for. 

Chereſirat#s now began to fail in his vigour, and 
was ſounding a Retreat in a whole Volly of Kiſles, 
which ſhe return'd very willingly, as being now con- 
{cious of the Obligation ſhe had to him. And then 
they ſetled themſelves for a gentle Repoſe,which they 
did in ſo ſweet a paſture, ſhe infolding his Neck in 
her delicate Arms, that they ſeem'd like Cynthia and 
her belov'd Endymion, whoſe ſoft Embraces ſhe fo 
oft courted. They had not Jain long thus, but a 
{weet Sleep ſeiz'd them both , in which they dream'd 
over again what they had juſt now been the real 
partakers of, Where we will leave them to their 
natural Reſt , and return to Hylexs and his three 
Companions , who juſt now unfortunately arriv'd at 
this Scene of Love, whither they were no ſooner 
arrivd, but Hylews ſpy d out the Pair of Lovers 
in that loving Condition, that I deſcrib'd them in. 

Hylezs was enrag d to ſee his Myriilla as it were 
with her own Conſent given up to another. He 
immediately draws his Rapier, and ſwears moſt 
damnably that he will be the death of Chereſtrataz, 
as In effect he had , but that thoſe who accompany'd 
| E him 


26 The Waiden-head loſt by Boowlight ; 
him, having a kindneſs for his happy Rival, per- - 
ſwaded him to defiſt from his purpoſe, at leaſt 
they told him he ought to ſtay till he wak'd, for 
then he might force him nobly either to reſign up 
his Life, or his Miſtreſs, ſuppoſing he had forc'd 
her againſt her Will ( as the loving poſture they 
were in, was proof enough to the contrary ) for 
otherwiſe , it was not worth the while. Well, 
with much adoe, Hyle#s was at laſt perſwaded to 
| ſtay till he wak'd,, but then he ſwore to be reveng'd 
on him. | 

Hereupon for this purpoſe lighting off their Hor- 
ſes , they all fat down by. our ſleeping Lovers; It- 
had been you'l fay , a great temptation to his fellow 
Travellers to lie by ſo handſome a Lady , but be- 
ing weary vith accompanying their Maſter in his 
wilde purſuit , they thus ſeem'd with him rather to 
have a delire to fleep, than any thing elfe ; they 
ſtrove indeed' a great while againſt the drowlie 
Diſtemper , but Morphens at laſt arreſted them, 
tm the King's name, and charg'd them-to keep the 
Peace, which they had broken. with: their loud 
fangling. 

They had not been long under-the Leaden Scep- 
ter'd Gentieman's hands, but the two Lovers a+ 
wak'd very much troubled to fee any Company 
there, but mach more when they knew them to be 
Hylews and his men. Chereftratws bid his 1yrtilla not 
be affraid , but prepare for her Journey , by which 
he. doubted not , but they. fhould eſcape the Enemy, 
which. 4752talla as much now endeavour'd to avoid, 

| as- 


— 
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as not long before ſhe coveted the Sight of Hylex:, 
Chereſiratus that had before learn'd of A4yrtilla, that 
Hyleus had receiv'd a rich Diamond of her , which 
was to be worn in his Hat, was unwilling to leave 
that Token of his Ladies former AfﬀeGtion behind 
him, wherefore he advanc'd towards Hylexs, and did 
without any difficulty find out the Jewel by the ex- 
tream luſtreof it. Having got this , he and 14yrtille 
march with full ſpeed together towards his Friend's 
Houſe , with whom he had lodg'd being invited, the 
honeſt truſty Soul Parertar, 

They had not been long gone , but Hylexs and his 
men awake, and find the Pair of Lovers gone, to 
the fatisfattion of all but Hylexs, who was ſo much 
troubled at their eſcape, that they had much adoe 
to keep: him from laying violent hands on himſelf, 
but his rage was very much encreas'd when he ſaw 
the Jewel was gone too, and now he reſolves to 
purſue Chereſiratus, not as a Rival only, but as a 
profeſt Enemy. The Servants did all they could to 
pacifie their furious Maſter , telling him he ought 
not to be ſo incens'd againſt Chereſtratus, fince he had 
done nothing but what a Lover in the like caſe 
would have done, and that doubtleſs it was not his 
fault , but 4yrtilla either by her free conſent , or 
the treachery of Circe, that lov'd him her ſelf, had 
deliverd her up to him. And that ſince 'twas ſo, 
he ought not to deſpiſe the innocent flames of pretty 
Circe , who excepting her Birth , ſeem'd altogether 
as worthy his Bed, as the ſcornful , faithleſs Myr- 


tilla, What though ſhe ſent that Diamond , yet 
E 2 Circe 
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Circe brought it, by whom he might reckon ic 
given. too, ſeeing there was no Remedy left , and 
there appear'd. not. the leaſt hopes.of overtaking the 
happy couple. 

Hyleus's paſſion was now pretty well over , when 
be took Horſe for Home, intending to follow his 
Servants Counſel, and make poor Czrce happy , who 
all this while was crying , and deploring her condi- 
tion. As ſoon as he came in, he call'd for her , and 
with a Kiſs told her , his Intention was to marry 
her that Night, telling her the mad: Adventures 
. of his raſh. Journey. Czrce you may eaſily imagine, 
was very well pleas'd to hear her Miſtreſs had ſped: 
ſo well, and that .ſhe was now to enjoy her belov'd 
Hylens, Hylexs. immediately ſent for the man in 
Black, and gave order for making-ready that very 
Night for the Wedding,, which was done with all 
ſpeed, and they two huddled to Bed together, for 
better for worſe, where I- ſuppoſe they had as muck 
ſatisfation of one another , as Chereſtratus and Myr- 
tilla did before, beſides the advantage they. had of 
a ſofter Bed. 

The next day early, Hylexs ſent to befpeak the 
Wedding Dinner five miles off, where alſo Chere- 
ftratus with his Lady were that day to be merry 
together; and as good luck would have it , they. 
were in the next Room to one another., though. 
neither Company knew of it, till about Dinner 
tirme.. Myrtilla hearing Hyleus's Voice in the next 
Room ,, ſwouned, Chereſtratus and. all his Company. 

wonder d; 


—— 
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wonder'd at the ſuddeneſs of her lickneſs, and ſu- 
ſpeted there was ſomething in it more then ordi- 
nary 3 and as ſoon as ſhe came to her ſelf again, 
ſhe told them the Reaſon, viz. That ſhe heard 
Hyleus , and fear'd leſt he {ſhould know of Chere- 


ſiratus , , and there might ſome miſchief be done. 


They cheer'd her up, and told her there was no 
fear of any ſuch thing , eſpecially in that place. 
While they were comforting 4yriilla, a Gentle- 
man that was. equally a Friend to both. of them, 
ran to tell Hylexs, having firſt engag'd him to be 
civil, ſince things could not be alter'd. Hyleus 
was at firſt ſurprized, but then one glance of Circe's 
diſpell'd his anger , and he was reſolvd to joyn: 
Companies , which he preſently did, to the fatis- 
faction of both Parties. Where lle leave them- 
drinking their Ladies Healths , beſides ſome odd: 
Bruſhers to the little Country Gentleman , or Myr-- 
tilla's Hans en Kelder. 
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